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Abstract

This paper aims at building a structural theory for examining the relationships between
organizational isomorphism and patterns of science and technology innovation. | build a
classification of models of science and technology innovation based on the process of technical
change. | will hypothesize that each model of innovation corresponds to different combinations
of the level of local autonomy and the degree of divide-and-rule. For Taiwan, | argue that
various features of the organizational isomorphism that have prevailed among elite Taiwanese
business organizations have been a reflection of its imitation-based innovation pattern. As for
the latter, the extreme lack of local autonomy and the practice of divide-and-rule by the central
authority has been the major reason.

Keyword: organizational isomorphism, technological change processes, centralization,
decentralization, organizational management.
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